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House Committee Advances Legislation on
Telehealth, PBMs

On Wednesday, the House Ways and Means
Committee advanced several health care bills,
touching on telehealth, pharmacy benefits managers
(PBMs), and rural health.

Why this matters: Existing Medicare telehealth
flexibilities are set to expire at the end of the year and
Congress must take action to avoid a lapse. However,
the cost of the extension must be offset, with savings
generated from PBM reform legislation a possibility.

Specifically, the Committee advanced H.R. 8261, the
Preserving Telehealth, Hospital, and Ambulance
Access Act, by a 41-0 vote. The proposal includes a 2-
year extension of eased Medicare telehealth rules and
other provisions to:

¢ Remove geographic restrictions on telehealth
services and expand originating sites to include
the home.

e Allow health centers and rural health clinics to
provide telehealth.
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o Establish a modifier for recertifications of
hospice care eligibility conducted through
telehealth.

e Extend acute hospital care at home waiver
flexibilities.

e Enhance certain program integrity
requirements for DME under Medicare.

The package also incorporates the Medicare Part D
PBM de-linking, PBM reporting to Part D sponsor, and
audit and enforcement rights for Part D sponsor
provisions of the Senate Finance Committee’s
Modernizing and Ensuring PBM Accountability Act
(MEPA), with some maodifications. Specifically:

e The de-linking and reporting provisions include
new explicit references to PBM affiliates.

¢ PBMs would be required to have written
agreements with affiliates, under which
affiliates identify and disgorge certain
remuneration to the PBM.

¢ PBMs would be required to report the amount
of compensation provided to brokers and
consultants for referrals, consulting, auditing, or
other services offered to Part D sponsors
related to PBM services, as well as the
methodology for calculating such
compensation.

e One of the MEPA PBM reporting requirements,
relating to manufacturer rebate or other
agreements that are tied to coverage or
restrictions placed on other drugs, would be
modified to include drugs covered as
supplemental benefits or “paid outside of this
part.” This may include manufacturer
agreements tied to Part B drugs covered by
Medicare Advantage plans.

e A new confidential reporting mechanism would
be established for alleged violations, with anti-
retaliation and anti-coercion provisions for
reporting of alleged violations.

e The provisions would be effective January 1,
2027.

During the hearing several Members expressed
concerns over the pay-fors, including Ranking Member
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Richard Neal (D-MA), who indicated he will continue to
work with the Committee on improving the legislation
for a year-end package. John Larson (D-CT) in
particular expressed reservations over including the
PBM policies, suggesting that the provisions were not
yet ripe for this package.

Next Steps: The House Energy and Commerce
Committee is also expected to announce a markup on
telehealth policies in the coming days.

Senate Committee Holds Hearing on Health Care Administrative Burdens
The Senate Budget Committee held a hearing on Wednesday entitled “Reducing Paperwork, Cutting Costs:
Alleviating Administrative Burdens in Health Care.”

Why this matters: Witnesses, who largely represented providers, testified that transparency of denials and
rethinking prior authorization codes are areas for improvement. Several senators specifically called for
improving prior authorization in Medicare Advantage (MA) to ease administrative burdens:

¢ Chairman Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) pointed to his draft legislation that would:
o Require the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to identify specific prior
authorization practices in MA.
o Require CMS to set common standards for common prior authorization requirements across
insurance plans.
o Lift prior authorization requirements among accountable care organizations that meet a
standard of efficient patient care.
¢ Ranking Member Chuck Grassley (R-1A) also called for increased oversight of prior authorization in
MA, stating that CMS should be “aggressively auditing” plans.
¢ Finance Committee Chair Ron Wyden (D-OR) criticized prior authorization practices for inhalers.
¢ Roger Marshall, M.D. (R-KS) also indicated that he would re-introduce his prior auth legislation, the
Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act, this June.

Beyond prior authorization, Sen. Whitehouse also emphasized the need for greater standardization,
establishing value-based care payments, and provider burnout. Sen. Grassley called for solutions that
promote competition and reduce the volume of federal regulations.

Federal Issues
Regulatory


https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/reducing-paperwork-cutting-costs-alleviating-administrative-burdens-in-health-care?utm_campaign=Daily%20Dispatch&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Cq0R-K3T2a0sc-Cyq5msa56Qp-wB63j_EsQ1WXiAeb_ND1Nyh25Fcm13-bHGqr0CCSNyzL77nfcFAeF9kUDWNVJ1oPOIC4isN6_vrv--h7QI0Upc&_hsmi=306564483&utm_content=306564483&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.whitehouse.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/KEL24164.pdf?utm_campaign=Daily%20Dispatch&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--qFa_i7467EnUnn9miYYA-ZuB4S5OjTHkuEx5VFeU_Uy2rWcTYQ5yDVor5jYIIKDnFoaPV0FIEWnADwtrtiMpBN6vHUp9S_CGYFwiqXyYe-LX4nE8&_hsmi=306564483&utm_content=306564483&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.marshall.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/KEL21B47.pdf?utm_campaign=Daily%20Dispatch&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8C1qNsWNJhm7FxxPagVJJ4Hw3GmG1DIcahQJ4kA9lE-70JQ_O9oDHFhfnoFpaUPqsjth4WduPS1Me_rrtHe0S0SsBXCQiGYe-nu30SSylMcMu2qOY&_hsmi=306564483&utm_content=306564483&utm_source=hs_email

DOJ Announces Task Force on Health Care Monopolies and Collusion

The Department of Justice May 9 announced the formation of a task force focusing on competition
concerns in health care. The unit, the Task Force on Health Care Monopolies and Collusion, will enforce
strategy and policy guidance, in addition to investigations, and civil and criminal enforcement.

The unit will consist of civil and criminal prosecutors, economists, health care industry experts,
technologists, data scientists, investigators and policy advisors from the department.

Why this matters: The task force will consider widespread competition concerns shared by patients,
health care professionals, businesses and entrepreneurs, including issues regarding payer-provider
consolidation, serial acquisitions, labor and quality of care, medical billing, health care IT services, access
to and misuse of health care data and more.

Members of the public can share their experiences with the Task Force by visiting HealthyCompetition.gov.

CMS Issues Proposed Rule for Mandatory Organ Transplant Payment Model

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services May 8 released a proposed rule for the Increasing Organ
Transplant Access Model, a new payment model that would test whether performance-based incentives or
penalties for participating transplant hospitals would increase access to kidney transplants for patients with
end-stage renal disease. The proposed rule is scheduled to be published on May 17 in the Federal
Register.

The model would run for six years, beginning Jan. 1, 2025. Hospitals eligible for participation would include
non-pediatric transplant facilities conducting at least 11 kidney transplants during a three-year baseline
period. It is anticipated that 90 hospitals would be required to participate.

The proposed rule also includes standard provisions that would be applicable across all new Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation models beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and after. CMS indicated that these
provisions would be intended to address beneficiary protections, cooperation in model evaluation and
monitoring, audits and record retention, rights in data and intellectual property, monitoring and compliance,
remedial action, model termination by CMS, limitations on review, provisions on bankruptcy and other
notifications, and the reconsideration review process.

CMS will accept comments on the proposed rule through July 8.

Why this matters: The agency states that the model would align with the Department of Health and
Human Services’ efforts under the Organ Transplant Affinity Group, as well as the Health Resources and
Services Administration’s organ procurement modernization initiative to improve equitable access to organ
transplants, improve accountability in the U.S. organ transplant system, and increase the availability and
use of donated organs.

CMS Releases New Draft Guidance on Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released draft guidance on the second cycle of
negotiations under the Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program
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Why this matters: The second cycle of negotiations will include up to 15 additional drugs covered under
Part D for potential negotiation, to be published by CMS by February 1, 2025. This second round of
negotiations will occur during 2025, and any negotiated prices will be effective starting January 1, 2027. The
negotiation period for the 10 prescription drugs selected for negotiation for 2026 is underway.

The draft guidance proposes new requirements for the second cycle of negotiations, building upon lessons
learned from implementing the Negotiation Program to date. The guidance also outlines how drug
manufacturers must ensure eligible people in Medicare will have access to the negotiated maximum fair
prices for 2026 and 2027, including the procedures that may apply to drug companies, Part D sponsors,
pharmacies, mail order services, and other dispensing entities that dispense drugs covered under Medicare
Part D.

The comment period is open until July 2, 2024. Read the draft quidance, fact sheet, and CMS press
release.

CMS Releases Updated Medicaid Renewal Guidance
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released guidance extending section (e)(14) waiver
strategies through June 30, 2025.

Why this matters: CMS stated these waivers, originally granted as part of the continuous eligibility
unwinding, help people stay covered and continue to be needed as states update their income and eligibility
determination systems.

e The Center for Medicaid & CHIP Services (CMCS) Informational Bulletin (CIB) clarifies states do not
need to take any action to benefit from the extension, so long as they continue to meet the
conditions and assurances of the approved authority. However, states may opt to end the waivers
earlier.

o CMS encourages states to adopt new waiver strategies and indicates it is reviewing all (e)(14)
waiver strategies to determine which can be implemented on a longstanding basis under other
authorities.

The CIB also summarizes available (e)(14) waivers, including (1) allowing managed care plans to support
enrollees with renewal form submission or completion; (2) the ability of states to renew income eligibility
based on financial findings from SNAP programs; and (3) the ability to retroactively reenroll a member back
to the date of coverage termination, if they were procedurally terminated and then found eligible during a
reconsideration period.

CMS Statement on Agent and Broker Marketplace Activity
CMS released a statement reiterating their commitment to resolving and preventing unauthorized
enrollments on the HealthCare.gov platform.

Why this matters: CMS reports having received approximately 40,000 complaints of unauthorized plan
switches in the first three months of 2024, 97% of which have been resolved, and 50,000 complaints of
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unauthorized enrollments, 88% of which have been resolved. CMS states they are accelerating review and
resolution of consumer complaints, issuing suspensions and terminations barring bad agents and brokers
from being able to enroll consumers in HealthCare.gov coverage, and are adding new technological
protections to prevent fraudulent enrollments up front. CMS notes they continue to work with state and
insurer partners to stop bad actors.

CMS Releases Guidance for Public Display of Quality Ratings

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released the Quality Rating Information Bulletin to
announce guidance for the public display of quality rating information by all Exchanges, including the
Federally-facilitated Exchange (FFESs), State-based Exchanges on the Federal Platform (SBE-FPs), and
State-based Exchanges (SBES) that operate their own eligibility and enrollment platform, during the
individual market Open Enroliment Period (OEP) for the 2025 Plan Year. This bulletin also details marketing
guidance for QHP quality rating information.

USPSTF Comment Opportunity on Draft Research Plan on Counseling to Prevent Food
Allergies in Infants

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) released a draft research plan on counseling
for early introduction of allergens to prevent food allergies in infants. The USPSTF is accepting
public comments on the draft research plan until June 5.

CMS Releases Surprise Billing QPA Audit Report to Congress
CMS released a report to Congress on the 2022 and 2023 Qualifying Payment Amount (QPA) audits.

Why this matters: The report describes the audit requirement and annual report requirement, audit
methodology and the status of current audits. Following the TMA 1ll court decision and its impact on QPA
calculations, CMS is in the process of reassessing audit findings for audits initiated prior to the court
decision. The report notes, due to the time and resource-intensive nature of audits as well as the ongoing
litigation related to the QPA calculation methodology, none of the audits initiated for 2022 and 2023 have
concluded as of Dec. 31, 2023.

State Issues

New York
Legislative

Legislative Update

There are four weeks — and just 15 scheduled session days — until the planned end of the 2024 Legislative
Session. Bills addressing step therapy, UR determinations, health plan incentive and rewards programs,
and coverage of interchangeable biologics and biosimilars are a few of the items that are on committee
agendas for end of session.


https://secure-web.cisco.com/1hJ4ygmOdHhiYY8Mh70MTnbraTCpTpcHH3OEy7oXldHpVXz92Doyyg-IcJwC9ILtcDsHphyaxwuZMmtXMHBhfvYFgiWvPWSTjrFtNXvYhoikwHtaGK2i8jQmehR7F8mmQbGt6tc4JFXl_KTVTpEf_vTgKrsGFmhkbimJ5-8J4zju4_q-ONjas7nuXU3HK9Wa2oJrzHY1DjYlYtvduaQZLNxBMjkFe_WjLN2kfmhCIzyB04XF6Sib-R8X95MUMQN7TjNYePxvT9zls1u_HMGAZ4seCctyGGFQJsGjzpS6Bs1zZz9d0qNhxMP_VlPKWUJ0z/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fquality-rating-information-bulletin-april-2024.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1TA9MUOuNUd5Q-iMkoAoqMJXA4vIvs-I30TSH_xdsAkirp5v-N9_bD8DFEvqmbsTecaKaqheIozF-T89Z1XpgFLYeoNL0uKEFbGteWAPDssEZpWexK1MC5ufp9_BKghljB-ettezZYbAtbEwkUxUQAtsXiK3MeL1LKmOdFH4dJ7OgbVtnH76qBOKVTsDUYpZVKb-OYUr9qH_aqqGeatG6HhauIcbtcYbybpKib8_bBjS2UOoV2yv6TvxYrVQgGm0y8aQMuPPGOX-GI1ArnUiMIaMKrZa6Y0-d86ZqrgSAGcFSVujeR88N-n5oVqEQXtKI/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org%2Fuspstf%2Fdocument%2Fdraft-research-plan%2Fearly-food-allergen-introduction-infants-counseling

Restrictions on the use of step therapy (S.1267 (Breslin)/A.901 (McDonald))

Limits on UR determinations (S.3400 (Breslin)/A.7268 (Weprin))

Increasing flexibility in health plan incentive and reward programs (S.2684 Breslin)/A.791 (Hunter))
Changing the effective date for plan compliance with including Donate Life Registry information on
enroliment forms (A.9564 (Gunther)/S8749 (Breslin))

Requiring coverage of interchangeable biologics and biosimilars (A.9055 (McDonald)/S.7768
(Hinchey))

Expanding EP coverage for undocumented immigrants, AKA Cove rage 4 All (S.2237-B
(Rivera)/A.3020-B (Gonzalez-Rojas))

Regulatory

2025 NY State of Health
The NY State of Health issued its invitation to insurers to participate on the state’s official marketplace for
the 2025 plan year.

The following summarizes changes of note to the on exchange individual policies (except catastrophic).

Qualified Health Plans — There are three cost sharing initiatives for QHPs, subject to federal
approval: cost sharing subsidies will be available for those applicants up to 400% FPL; and cost
sharing for diabetes and maternal health services is waived.

Essential Plan — The waiver of cost sharing for diabetes services also applies to the Essential
Plan.

Stand Alone Dental Plans — Beginning, January 1, 2025, waiting periods will not be permitted for
any adult dental services, other than up to 12 months for orthodontics, for on exchange individual
stand-alone dental plans.

Letters of Interest were due last week (May 10th), and Participation Proposals are due on May 24th. Both
should be submitted electronically to the following email address: nyhxpm@health.ny.gov.

State Issues

Pennsylvania
Legislative

State Lawmakers Tackle Key Health Bills
Last week, the General Assembly advanced several bills related to telehealth, maternal health, and
workplace violence, among other initiatives.



e Reinsurance Pilot Program: The House Insurance Committee advanced HB 2234 to the full floor
for consideration. The bill implements a program proposed in the Governor’s budget that would
create an “affordability assistance program” to help individuals purchase health insurance through
Pennie. Second consideration is expected with referral to the House Appropriations Committee.

e Telehealth: The Pennsylvania Senate passed a bill that will support access to telehealth. On
Wednesday, the chamber passed Senate Bill 739 by a 47-1 vote. The bill, sponsored by Senator
Elder Vogel (R-Beaver, Butler, Lawrence), defines reimbursement requirements for telehealth
services and clarifies coverage for virtual care. It also helps ensure that payment cannot be denied
simply because care is provided via telehealth. The bill moves to the House for consideration.

e Workplace violence: On Tuesday, the House Labor and Industry Committee advanced a bill that
would place new requirements for hospitals related to workplace violence. House Bill
2247 advanced by a 14-11 vote. The bill mandates workplace violence prevention committees in
hospitals and other health care settings and provides expansive oversight by the Department of
Labor and Industry. The bill, sponsored by Leanne Krueger (D-Delaware), advanced following a
lengthy back and forth between party leaders about the process to put the bill forward.

Following the voting meeting, the committee hosted an informational meeting with a panel of nurses
about the ways working conditions contribute to the nursing crisis. A second panel discussed the
role of health care consolidation.

e Maternal health: Inthe House, lawmakers passed House Bill 2097, which would expand Medicaid
coverage of at-home blood pressure monitors for pregnant and postpartum women. The bill passed
the chamber 164-37. Additionally, House lawmakers unanimously approved House Bill 1608,
which would extend Medicaid coverage for doula services and create the doula advisory board.

Both bills are part of the Pennsylvania Momnibus package to address disparities in maternal health.

In a related action, the House Insurance Committee also advanced House Bill 2138, which requires
private insurance coverage for blood pressure monitors for home use on a per-pregnancy
basis. The bill passed out of committee 24-1.

Regulatory

Insurance Department Proposes Changes in Order to Formally Implement Act 147 of 2002,
The Producer Licensing Modernization Act

Act 147-2002 adopted provisions from the Producer Licensing Model Act and brought the Commonwealth
into compliance with the Federal Financial Services Modernization Act of 1999 (known as the Gramm-
Leach-Bliley Act) (Pub.L. No. 106-102, 113 Stat. 1338), which required states to modernize and provide
uniformity in their insurance licensing procedures. Prior to this, insurance producers were subject to varying
rules in each state where they transacted business.


https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2023&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2234
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2023&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=739
http://hap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDI1NDE3JnA9MSZ1PTUyNTg3MTAxMSZsaT0zMzQxOTY5MQ/index.html
http://hap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDI1NDE3JnA9MSZ1PTUyNTg3MTAxMSZsaT0zMzQxOTY5MQ/index.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2023&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2097
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2023&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1608
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2023&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2138

Act 147-2002 provided the Commonwealth with the statutory framework to modernize and provide
uniformity, thus increasing efficiency in these processes. Act 147-2002 provided for licensing and regulation
of insurance producers, managers and exclusive general agents; conferred powers and imposed duties on
the Insurance Commissioner and the Department; permitted the payment of referral fees and commissions;
imposed penalties; and made related repeals. Until now, however, no regulations were promulgated.

According to the Department, adopting this regulation will not create any new costs for the Department or
regulated community, but will modernize and streamline the administrative procedure and provide
transparency to the public, licensees and other stakeholders. This proposed rulemaking will become
effective 60 days after publication of the final-form rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The
Department believes that the changes will provide necessary clarity for many constituencies.

The Proposed Rulemaking is available here.

Industry Trends
Policy / Market Trends

Administration Releases 2024 Medicare Trustees Report

The Department of the Treasury released the annual Social Security and Medicare Trustees Reports. The
Medicare Trustees Report details information on the past and estimated future financial operations of the
Hospital Insurance and Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Funds.

Why this matters: The Board of Trustees projects that as of 2024, the Hospital Insurance (HI) Trust Fund
will be able to pay 100% of total scheduled benefits until 2036, 5 years later than reported last year. At
that point, that fund’s reserves will become depleted and continuing program income will be sufficient to pay
89% of total scheduled benefits.

Go Deeper: An AHIP-commissioned study by Avalere found that if original Medicare Part A utilization was
the same as Medicare Advantage utilization, solvency of the HI Trust Fund would be extended to 2048.
Read the full Medicare Trustees Report and corresponding fact sheet.

AHIP Spotlights Mental Health Coverage
In recognition of National Mental Health Awareness Month this May, AHIP is spotlighting how health
insurance providers have made progress in helping Americans get the mental health care they need.

Highlights Include:

e The number of in-network mental health providers grew by an average of 48% in 3 years among
commercial health plans.

o Almost 40% of visits for psychotherapy were conducted through a telehealth appointment in 2020,
compared to less than 1% in 2019.
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1b6mqn-v1iwRKZ84fuBQOZV-HFL2RFnEjGl0WLTf7tC5Pc_F3-227yd83QuqE9TOURNFhU-FBr85R7qI0MNB4FXfwJCUWTZCSp9PWFceUmLID8zZQ5nfNRtguHgcDOkZkONLoLkjJYH-P7zUkcwkoAP2IBNkKRKgcQIpFCf9DGninuKC5r9G6UJoYXfc1ab8duaxHU4zPIlR7SvgmKMBqmDdO4yBYrC8TxeR6ghaw8pS2SuG4t1BTg9nvkC6OTqsBIyH5WvXJfIS-Ijxvqv0pFW6Dl90zNNzwdgpaXTYu9fJrQ6jzvtjjI6_qLNZLkm9X/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVqBgQ7tQhL1W57D1ny2twnLsW2z6fd_5dNyGGN2bpc0b5nR32W69t95C6lZ3pYW4s8Bgb7Gzs4SN1qgdrtmlHn4W5F6x0Q7hSkl5W63JWjf4Wth6mW4dbpwJ2WFzBrW1PQ7lk6KsmRzVl_dSJ7JHQ1CW95wcgc12cp_9W9bSTj162cR-QW5RYxts42xY3QV1TYmd8kJTjmW3FHLVf5jVPRJW92d_lM8tnBSHN6Hg46jb6J2xW8XFmxN8krJhvW2nhTmd8fY3_fN9cTB78hrYNpW3-j9LL2QxMQSW53V9Hq1YflL5W2F_cH26S-kbPW6KvMcG65nJHwW5Lz3rh5T32pbW7N9NDj1Vnj91N3-K4QjT9MQxW44w4vH5XLyV3W4Q4gnr1H_2d6W2y7LBY4mdN58VW4m1F86VmtgW1HRqgy4wGtYgW3sb6c36XgpfhW1Z1f4g37bHgGW1B_Wrs1q9D-qW3nMNNf5KrxnpW43tM7-3HZSrPW6Ymtk17c1gZlW5J9FWX3Y7gwtf8d73RH04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/19j8VdScUqVPCqO0d-ddPnpGer2nqGeXUo_cUiYe4Kca5yZABSci3AY5mUXqp6aknfOJ7PyiiLSqP49bpfRCI_rqsC5IRRSwPPUag7Rlt7tXFISIolVhG6gGyG3cNIi7Kz8XGTU74VrENiBHMGULlTK7D19LqYee67FrVzWU3HwbyQxh_25dQakBoUPNJe3BONpn5H_4JvmjrM-DvpX_Pv7P--bYAyxRgG53_pos3xqlMc63x5QM_yn0vOCD8RKyePHCTIlYjdWbDWgVgV_nn8LdZjLG-2D2UaG8ki-jYVzMIvfuKrLE4ZfyliE54Zss3/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVqBgQ7tQhL1W57D1ny2twnLsW2z6fd_5dNyGGN2bpc0v5nR32W6N1X8z6lZ3l1VF2_n-7f5r1DN6vGJXRXtGVcW85Stf87HGcHSW3QDPHm5v3tcJW7V1skw6wDKBnW7_pLBQ968SJ-Vw32rW19rmcTW4T260_4111K9VsVT3V2dnwLZF223hCC-TSnW4fNTdF1ZzfYkW1mtsbV3ytrV_W5KjJ_V7Q4WHdW7rTzJv5kdxVZW2xzdC65tCr28N1J7fZx4gwwwW1jC2-s95Y_RTW44MBlW7xhVpdW8_BSf02SydDlVRl_nR71BTmhN7Vn2h6k8LlsVYrD_-6Z2Z4bW3nLVJb5S3SM4W5ZY-6T287FC5W5sFs5X3WQM3vW7Jwt8827rjgNW1LXl5d94pF7fW1pQZcL4zTxstN51jQJlmpT8rW50fHg65c5t2mN1VVb88Qlc5QW2k9KFD1DSl50W6jmVX31D4zpqVfCJRL2ZW5t3W1-tb0G6hk_tFVYQ_x25cnBtgW2_MKtk3T8kwMW1m4jRt3qf_lDf91JT0C04

e Nearly 3-in-4 insured Americans said it was easy to get the mental health support they needed.

o 88% of voters who received care were satisfied with the mental health support they received
through employer-provided health plans.

e 89% of health plans are actively recruiting mental health support providers, including practitioners
who reflect the diversity of the people they serve (83%).

o Patients spent less than $15 in out-of-pocket costs for most drugs prescribed to treat mental
health conditions.

AHIP’s spotlight also details how health insurance providers are taking action to provide quality and
equitable care, including integrating mental health in primary care, expanding telehealth access, and
increasing the number of mental health professionals in health plan networks.

New Research Shows Rural FFS Beneficiaries Spend More on Healthcare than MA
Enrollees

According to new data released by the Better Medicare Alliance (BMA), Medicare Advantage (MA)
beneficiaries in rural areas save more on health care costs and are more likely to utilize preventative
services than those enrolled in Fee-for-Service Medicare (FFS). The research finds that FFS beneficiaries
who live in rural areas spend 49% more on health care premiums and out-of-pocket costs than MA
enrollees.

Other key takeaways include:

e Cost: Medicare Advantage enrollees are half as likely to be burdened by their health care costs as
those in Fee-for-Service Medicare in rural areas.

o Satisfaction: Medicare Advantage beneficiaries are more likely to report satisfaction with the ease
of getting to the doctor than those in Fee-for-Service Medicare. Overall, Medicare Advantage and
FFS Medicare enrollees in rural areas report similar rates of positive health care experiences.

e Preventive Care: Medicare Advantage enrollees are more likely to report using critical preventative
care services, such as mammograms and annual wellness visits, and are less likely to report
outpatient visits than those in Fee-for-Service Medicare.

e Demographics: In rural areas, Medicare Advantage enrollees are nearly three times as likely to be
Black and more likely to be Latino than those in FFS.

e Enrollment: Individuals living in rural areas benefit from an average of 27 Medicare Advantage
plans from which to choose.

Go Deeper: Read the research here.
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Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill(s)? Access the following web sites:

Delaware State Legislation: http://legis.delaware.gov/.

New York Legislation: https://nyassembly.gov/leg/

Pennsylvania Legislation: www.legis.state.pa.us.

West Virginia Legislation: http://www.legis.state.wv.us/

For copies of congressional bills, access the Thomas website — http://thomas.loc.gov/.
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