
 

Issues for the week ending April  17, 2026  

 

Federal Issues 

Legislat ive 

 

Updates from Capitol Hill  
•  Senate Prepares to Move Forward on 

Budget Reconciliation 

The Senate announced it  would init iate 
procedures to consider a budget 
resolut ion, the f irst step to 
considerat ion of a second budget 
reconci l iat ion package. The move is 
necessary because Democrats wi l l  not 
vote for Homeland Security funding 
without reforms to Immigrat ion and 
Customs Enforcement. I t  is expected to 
be narrowly targeted to funding parts of 
the Department of Homeland Secur ity. 
Once the budget resolut ion is released, 
the committees instructed wi l l provide 
some insight into the scope of the 
package.  
 

•  OMB Testifies on President's FY2027 

Budget  

Last week, Off ice of Management and 

Budget (OMB) Director Russel l Vought 

test if ied before the House and Senate 

Budget Committees on the President ’s 

FY 2027 budget. House Budget 
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Chairman Jodey Arr ington (R-TX) 

focused on the national debt inher ited 

from the Biden Administrat ion, arguing 

Republicans have reduced inf lat ion and 

addressed cost pressures through H.R, 

1, the One Big Beaut iful Bil l  Act. 

Senate Budget Chairman Lindsey 

Graham (R-SC) focused his remarks on 

areas outside of health.  

House Budget Committee Ranking 
Member Brendan Boyle (D-PA) 
crit ic ized the Administrat ion’s 
economic record and cited the 
Congressional Budget Off ice’s (CBO) 
project ions that H.R. 1 would result  in 
15 mill ion coverage losses. While both 
chambers focused their remarks on 
projected coverage losses and 
proposed cuts to health care, Senate 
Democrats raised part icular concern 
about restructuring behavioral health 
programs into block grants.  
 
Director Vought defended the 
Administrat ion’s deficit -reduction 
strategy, questioned CBO’s rel iabi l i ty, 
and stated individuals losing coverage 
could gain employer-sponsored 
insurance through new Medicaid work 
requirements.  
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•  RFK Testifies on President's FY2027 Budget  

Last week, HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (RFK) test if ied before the House 

Labor, HHS, and Education Appropr iat ions Subcommittee, the House Ways and 

Means Committee, and the House Educat ion and Workforce Committee on the 

FY2027 HHS budget.  

At the appropriat ions hearing, Chairman Robert Aderholt  (R-AL) applauded the 
Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) agenda, raised concerns about rural hospital 
closures and aff irmed support for the Nat ional Inst itutes of Health (NIH), despite 
budget constraints. Ranking Member Rosa DeLaur o (D-CT) crit ic ized the proposed 
$16.5 bi l l ion cut to health agencies, leadership departures at the CDC and 
Medicaid cuts under H.R.1. Representat ive Andy Harris (R -MD) crit ic ized the 2% 
Medicare Advantage premium increase and cited upcoding concerns. Secr etary 
Kennedy highl ighted efforts to reduce chronic disease, reform prior authorizat ion, 
combat fraud, waste,  and abuse and lower drug costs, framing budget cuts as 
necessary for def icit  reduction.  
 
At the Ways and Means hearing, Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO) highlighted r is ing 
health care spending driven by chronic disease and misal igned incentives, arguing 
for a shif t  toward prevention, nutr it ion, and wellness. He applauded the Secretary 
for his MAHA leadership and sharply crit ic ized industry consolidat ion and vert ical 
integrat ion, assert ing that insurer prof its and overal l costs have increased under 
the ACA without corresponding improvements in access or qual ity, and warned that 
hospitals wi l l  face similar scrut iny for higher pri ces without better outcomes. In his 
quest ioning, Smith focused on rural hospitals, pressed the administrat ion to f inal ize 
the surprise bil l ing rule, and emphasized the committee’s work on site neutral 
payment reform.  
 
Ranking Member Richard Neal (D MA) cited Massachusetts as a bipart isan model 
for health care reform, stressing that gains in coverage and affordabi l i ty require 
cooperation and should not be dismant led. He emphasized the science support ing 
measles vaccinations, warned that proposed cuts would force famil ies to choose 
between health care and chi ldcare, highlighted Medicare drug price negot iat ions as 
histor ic pr ice rel ief.  He raised concerns about Medicare fraud and defended the No 
Surpr ises Act, pushing back on the Secretary’s cr it icism of the Biden 
administrat ion’s implementation.    
 
At the House Educat ion & Workforce Committee hear ing , Chairman Tim Walberg 
(R-MI) applauded HHS for addressing r ising health care costs, chronic disease, 
and decl ining publ ic trust,  and emphasizing price transparency to drive competit ion 
and lower costs. He praised the new dietary guidel ines, stressed prote ct ing ear ly 
chi ldhood programs from waste, fraud and abuse, and cal led for el imination of DEI 
mandates and pol ic ies that promote gender -related medical intervent ions for 
minors.  
 
Ranking Member Bobby Scott (D-VA) cr it ic ized cuts the proposed 12.5% reduct ion 
to HHS, warning it  would raise costs and reduce coverage. He raised concerns 
about cuts to CDC, NIH, and the elimination of the Low -Income Home Energy 
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Assistance Program and the Administrat ion for Community Living, and reductions to 
Medicaid-funded home- and community-based services, urging the administrat ion 
to focus on affordable care and support for chi ldcare and disabi l i ty programs.  
 

•  Senate HELP Committee Examines Rx Pricing  

On Thursday, the Senate HELP Committee held a hearing on increasing 

competit ion to lower prescript ion drug costs. Chairman Bi l l Cassidy (R -LA) 

endorsed both bi l ls in his opening remarks and discussed his newly released 

“Money and Value for Patients (MVP)” agenda .  He emphasized the need to lower 

drug costs while encouraging innovat ion and cal led for increased oversight and 

reforms to PBMs, noting that gener ics often struggle to gain formulary access. 

Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I -VT) argued that the U.S. prescr ipt ion drug 

pric ing system is fundamentally broken, c it ing pol l ing showing most Americans 

bel ieve pr ices are unreasonable and crit ic iz ing the Trump administrat ion for falsely 

claiming it  lowered drug prices whi le companies continued to raise them. He noted  

that the U.S. pays the highest pr ices in the wor ld, blaming pharmaceut ical 

monopol ies and industry lobbying, and advocated for direct government negotiat ion 

and internat ional reference pr ic ing to cut  drug costs.  

Witnesses broadly agreed that greater competit ion, more transparency from drug 
manufacturers and decentral ized cl inical tr ials could help lower costs. Witnesses 
also agreed that the pharmaceutical companies have outsized pol it ical inf luence 
and argued that  reforming the cit izen petit ion process and reducing pre -market 
requirements would lead to lower prices.  
 
In conjunct ion with the hear ing, the Ranking Member released a report  f inding that  
pharmaceutical companies that s igned drug pric ing deals with President Trump 
continued to raise pr ices on hundreds of drugs and launched new medications 
averaging $353,000 per year. The report shows industry prof its reached $177 
bi l l ion in 2025, up from $107 bi l l ion in 2024, and l inks high pr ices to pract ices that  
l imit compet it ion, including patent abuse and delayed gener ic or biosimilar entry, 
alongside record executive compensation.  
 

•  Democratic Health Leaders Send Addit ional Letters to Pharma  

On Apri l 13, Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr.  

(D-NJ), Ways and Means Committee Ranking Member Richard E. Neal (D -MA), 

Education and Workforce Committee Ranking Member Robert C. "Bobby" Scott (D -

VA), and Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) sent 

addit ional letters to 11 major pharmaceutical companies requesting information on 

their Most Favored Nation (MFN) deals with the Trump Administrat ion regarding the 

cost of medications.  

Last December, Ranking Members Pal lone, Neal, Scott and Wyden sent letters to 
AstraZeneca, El i Lil ly,  Novo Nordisk, and Pfizer request ing information on their 
MFN deals and the effect on Medicare, future pric ing, and the TrumpRx platform. 
Members also inquired about addit ional benef its that these companies may 
exper ience because of the agreements.  
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Federal Issues  
Regulatory 
 
CMS Moves to Expand Electronic Prior Authorization, Tighten Oversight  
On Apri l 10, CMS released the 2026 Interoperabi l i ty Standards and Pr ior Author izat ion for 
Drugs proposed rule.  
 

Why this matters: The proposal would signif icantly expand payer requirements 
around electronic PA and data sharing —  with implicat ions for operat ional 
readiness, system investments and ongoing compliance monitoring.  
 
•  The rule also signals CMS’ continued push for greater standardization and 

transparency in how interoperabi l i ty tools are implemented and used across 
markets.  
 

The details: The proposal, which would apply to Medicare Advantage, Medicaid, CHIP 
and federal ly faci l i tated exchange plans, bui lds on previous federal rules and includes 
these key provisions:  
 

•  Electronic PA requirements would be expanded to include prescript ion drugs 
using standardized interoperabi l i ty approaches already required for other types of 
care. 
 

•  Interoperability requirements would broaden, extending exist ing API -related PA 
pol ic ies to addit ional entit ies, including small group market issuers on the federal 
SHOP exchanges.  
 

•  Oversight of interoperability implementation  and use would increase by 
requir ing payers to report data-sharing systems direct ly to CMS, which would track 
adopt ion, use and performance.  
 

BCBSA’s  take: BCBSA is generally support ive of these proposals, which al ign with 
our PA commitments to streamline and modernize electronic PA and their  broader 
North Star goal of delivering a convenient, seamless exper ience for consumers, 
customers and providers.  
 

The proposed rule also extends many of the requirements in the 2024 Interoperabi l i ty and 
Prior Author izat ion f inal rule to include drug coverage rules and documentation 
requirements by October 1, 2027.  
 

Other Provisions:  
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•  Replaces the X12 standards with Fast Healthcare Interoperabi l i ty Resources ® 

(FHIR®) standards for prior authorizat ion requests and responses.  

•  Requires payer report ing of API endpoints, prior authorizat ion actual numbers, and 

addit ional API usage metrics.  

•  Requires use of previously recommended standards and implementation guides for 

Interoperabi l i ty APIs.  

Effective Date: CMS proposes compliance dates generally beginning in 2027.   
 
Requests for Information:  The rule also includes f ive Requests for Information cover ing 
care coordination event notif icat ions, cybersecur ity, API oversight, step therapy, and 
prior author izat ion for lab tests and DMEPOS.  
 
Dive Deeper:  See the proposed rule, fact  sheet, and press release.  
 
Next steps:  Comments are due June 15, 2026.  
 

 
AHIP & BCBSA Submit Comments on DOL PBM Fee Disclosure Proposed Rule  
AHIP submitted comments to the Department of Labor on the Improving Transparency 
Into Pharmacy Benefit  Manager (PBM) Fee Disclosure proposed rule.  
 
Why it matters: I f  f inal ized, the proposed rule would signif icantly expand exist ing PBM 
compensation report ing requirements to employer health plan f iduciar ies under Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA).  
 

•  The proposed rule’s report ing requirements would also overlap with new 
Consol idated Appropriat ions Act  (CAA) 2026 provisions, putt ing health plans at r isk 
of confl ict ing compliance obl igat ions.  

 
Key Excerpt: “AHIP supports many of the proposed disclosures from PBMs to health 
plan sponsors, as they would support greater competit ion and demonstrate the value of 
health plans and PBMs in ameliorat ing drug manufacturers’ high l ist prices. However, 
fol lowing the enactment of the signif icant new PBM transparency statutory requirements 
enacted under the Consol idated Appropr iat ions Act of 2026 (CAA, 2026), we encourage 
the Department to withdraw the proposed rule and engage in future rulemaking consistent 
with the new statutory provisions.”  
 
Other Recommendations Include:  
 

•  I f  any rulemaking is f inal ized, DOL should narrowly tai lor any PBM disclosure 
requirements to the CAA’s express purpose: helping plan sponsors evaluate 
compensation reasonableness. AHIP recommends the rescission of non -CAA 
definit ions and the proposed requ irement to provide est imated disclosures.  
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•  Any f inal rule should al ign with the implementation t imeline of  the CAA, al lowing 
report ing ent it ies one ful l year after publ icat ion before implementation.  
 

•  Any f inal rule should ensure that plan sponsors that part ic ipate in the drug supply 
chain cannot use disclosures for ant icompetit ive purposes.  

 
BCBSA also urged DOL to withdraw its proposed PBM fee disclosure rule, citing 
overlapping requirements with Consolidated Appropriations Act 2026 (CAA) 
provisions and conflicting compliance obligations for BCBS Plans.  
 
If  f inalized, BCBSA recommended:  
 

•  Narrowing the rule's scope,  
 

•  Scaling back disclosure requirements to match congressional intent,  
 

•  Delaying implementation, and  
 

•  Removing audit  provisions that exceed DOL's authority and cal led for a good faith 
safe harbor to protect plans and service providers dur ing the CAA compliance 
transit ion.  

 
 

DOJ National Fraud Enforcement Division —  Medicare Enforcement Structure  
On Apri l 7, Act ing Attorney General Todd Blanche issued a memorandum formally 
establishing the Nat ional Fraud Enforcement Division (NFED)  within the Department of 
Justice, placing the Health Care Fraud Unit,  the Tax Sect ion, and the Market, 
Government, and Consumer Fraud Unit under its direct operat ional control.  The NFED, 
f irst announced by Vice President Vance in January, is a new standal one l it igat ing 
div is ion with a mandate to take a central ized, coordinated approach to fraud against 
taxpayer-funded programs including Medicare and Medicaid. Each U.S. Attorney's Off ice 
is required to designate an experienced prosecutor to be detai led to t he NFED within 21 
days, effect ively embedding enforcement prior it ies in every federal distr ict.  MA 
organizat ions and DME suppl iers should antic ipate cont inued scrut iny and should ensure 
compliance programs are designed to detect bi l l ing irregularit ies and potential Ant i -
Kickback Statute violat ions.  

 
 

CMS Releases FY 2027 Medicare Hospital IPPS Proposed Rule  
On Apri l 10, CMS released a proposed rule updat ing the Medicare Inpat ient Prospective 
Payment System (IPPS) for f iscal year (FY) 2027.  
 
Key Highlights  

•  Payment Updates: The rule proposes a 2.4% increase in inpatient payment rates 
for hospitals that meet quality report ing and EHR requirements, ref lect ing a 
projected 3.2% market basket update less a 0.8 percentage point product iv ity 
adjustment. Overal l,  for FY 2027, CMS expects the proposed changes in IPPS 
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payment rates —  in addit ion to other changes —  wi l l  increase hospital payments by 
approximately $1.4 bil l ion.  
 

•  Expansion of the  Comprehensive Care for Joint Replacement (CJR) Model: The 
proposed rule creates the CJR Expanded (CJR-X) Model, a mandatory model for 
lower extremity joint replacement (LEJR) procedures. Part ic ipating hospitals would 
be held accountable for spending and qual ity of care during an inpatient stay or 
hospital outpatient procedure and for the 90 days fol lowing hospital discharge. The 
signif icant expansion of CJR-X, to become mandatory nat ionwide beginning 
October 1, 2027 —  the f irst mandatory, nationwide episode-based payment model.  
 

•  Updates to Quality Reporting and Value-Based Purchasing Programs: The 
proposed rule includes numerous updates to specif ic programs under IPPS, 
including provisions involving interoperabil i ty, hospital readmissions, hospital 
value-based purchasing, and more.  

 
Dive Deeper:  See the unpubl ished proposed rule  and CMS fact sheet.  

 
 

Mental Health Parity Update  
HHS, the DOL and Treasury have decided not to defend the 2024 f inal mental health 
parity rule and instead wil l issue a new proposed rule by the end of 2026.  
The decision comes after two years of advocacy to rescind the f inal rule by various 
stakeholders.  
 
Next Steps:  Looking ahead, BCBSA, AHIP and the Associat ion for Behavioral Health 
and Wellness are f inal iz ing a joint set of recommendat ions, which they wi l l share with 
the Departments in the coming weeks.  
 
 

CMS Updates  
•  CMS Releases Medicaid and CHIP Policy Implementation Roadmap: The Center 

for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released the Medicaid and Chi ldren’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) policy implementat ion roadmap to assist states 
with implementat ion and planning efforts.  CMS developed the roadmap to identify 
key provis ions from selected f inal rules and statutes that may require modif icat ions 
to state Medicaid Enterprise Systems (MES).  
The roadmap includes a “high-level” t imel ine review and a “detai led” t imel ine 
review to ensure state compliance with new or updated Medicaid pol icy, and 
emphasizes policy and technology requirements that are most l ikely to have 
implicat ions on state systems.  
 

•  RxDC Crosswalk: CMS released an updated Prescript ion Drug Data Collect ion 
drug name and therapeutic class crosswalk (RxDC Crosswalk)  for the 2025 
reference year. The Health Insurance Oversight System (HIOS) began accepting 
submissions for the 2025 reference year on Apr i l 10, 2026. The deadl ine for 
submitt ing RxDC f i l ings for the 2025 reference year is June 1, 2026.  
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•  CMS Releases PY2027 QHP Application Materials, Revised Timeline Bulletin :  
CMS posted Plan Year (PY) 2027 Qualif ied Health Plan (QHP) Appl icat ion 
Materials to the QHP cert if icat ion website . 
 
CMS also released an updated PY2027 QHP Data Submission and Cert if icat ion 
Timeline bul let in, which separates the opening of the QHP Appl icat ion data 
val idat ion window from the QHP Appl icat ion submission window.  
 
Why this matters: The materials ref lect guidance detai led in the proposed 2027 
Notice of Benef it  and Payment Parameters , and the 2027 Draft Letter to Issuers in 
the Federal ly-faci l i tated Exchanges (FFEs) . Issuers applying for cert if icat ion for 
QHPs, including stand-alone dental plans, should use these posted materials when 
applying for cert if icat ion to part ic ipate in the Federal ly -faci l i tated Exchange (FFE).  

 
 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices  (ACIP) Update 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary  Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr.  has signed an updated charter document  for the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) that underscores its role in consider ing vaccine safety r isks and 
broadens membership qualif icat ions.  
 
Why this matters:  The changes are drawing cr it icism from some medical and publ ic 
health organizations bel ieving the changes alter the committee’s mission and membership 
structure. ACIP remains effect ively stal led with no new meet ing announced this week and 
prior legal/pol icy disputes st i l l  unresolved.  

 
Meanwhile, a handful of democrat ic led states, including Maryland, Cal ifornia, Colorado 
and Maine, have taken steps to remove ACIP’s inf luence in state laws. The changes are 
intended to insulate the states from volat i l i ty, but they’re also l ikely to exacer bate the 
divide between red and blue states’ immunization policies.  
 
ACIP’s recommendat ions are often embedded in state laws, affect ing pol ic ies such as 
vaccine requirements for school attendance and health care workers, as well as for 
insurance coverage.  
 
The states’ updates are unlikely to have much of an effect unti l HHS decides how to 
move forward amid the recent federal rul ing, which temporari ly blocked the appointment 
of new members selected by Secretary Kennedy and any changes to the immunization 
schedule. 
 
As a reminder, BCBS Plans have committed to cover al l ACIP -recommended 
immunizations with no cost -shar ing through 2027, whi le operating within federal and state 
laws and meeting program and customer requirements.  
 
 

President Picks Former Deputy Surgeon General to Lead CDC  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1G2oIbI73EZM2P66wRJ_Vrr9tndhIwGf-7bB6Ohb8FV-bZ7sSNU8LmtFMNaYyg73_YEeabo00sO5xqkdwappO0VU6Xe7MMXVdK2TjLA12OotFRqxWVohQz9eYZxk0W2jjCXAyviyDoNgz_-1auDXzr1tEfngzkst-TjQQUF7cTzY7v-2mrp_Nkp5bpxcyapySsLLtBLjxNNW9ypTj99W0qMTps38-AGNv818YTC-3BxLmrvT6uEbyex6KyrUJBMTTcAozO46K4Ql3gwbAiS7zuB45H4TKLNYWag_I84lwQ2mc5of0fhmodUItmjzL_7n6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2Fapplicationmaterials
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1G2oIbI73EZM2P66wRJ_Vrr9tndhIwGf-7bB6Ohb8FV-bZ7sSNU8LmtFMNaYyg73_YEeabo00sO5xqkdwappO0VU6Xe7MMXVdK2TjLA12OotFRqxWVohQz9eYZxk0W2jjCXAyviyDoNgz_-1auDXzr1tEfngzkst-TjQQUF7cTzY7v-2mrp_Nkp5bpxcyapySsLLtBLjxNNW9ypTj99W0qMTps38-AGNv818YTC-3BxLmrvT6uEbyex6KyrUJBMTTcAozO46K4Ql3gwbAiS7zuB45H4TKLNYWag_I84lwQ2mc5of0fhmodUItmjzL_7n6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2Fapplicationmaterials
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1YlCI7LzHKp-qF2xqnFxrAgY18OFrmylJaCgIWrvXcYPNgkTbgA84QHZb9o0S2p34UzAYX2xkdg2SbJuZ-7NY4Lr9RPWZ_r1IWRtttNG9zmic-WnkxtGnLljXYahFrSDRiYpS99bQtJHMnOpDPO23EoNN8Wt2DXD_URo76OKIwkGWpEFOTK6W4JK9MLx12RHCdHAZ4MIAaRKyGlGj9gS3fXJ_lZPCHpzFiIykyykbjHeDDOaw7HrU6cBAvXuxctLRhfy2g_hYDsJrboRqJlMhPZi5YmU_jF2LiN4qnXRByO3-1y5oS7IU8Y0ZwgMLzXz8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PkeCCQ62EololW4-7gNVD54TvVBllPM-fj0JCLLULVSo14ovvUe_tLa9GMpY2MC6ZZTQnT0wQ3-kVxOqrFzGH0HQ2et0reNQcbadhs5BtCYXqadmtRSfRsrgAD8j-FjtB9MVxvlmH8HXiyqDUS1n5GiH69G1pigfPJQ8sNQIDvWNVdlOjy3R7XA_TpMiy74m2GJn_52bm_-WdlX45XbbFsU02vWQOIWD4gtyW5HYukhq7QtzRmKnMlOSFSnxG90jYf8yT6phhoVJl6TPrdqBOiFpcDQalgvFs9hiFfHBLObxQ6ZN1e9QJKXRKSWM0R4i/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2Faboutthemarketplace%2FTimeline
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PkeCCQ62EololW4-7gNVD54TvVBllPM-fj0JCLLULVSo14ovvUe_tLa9GMpY2MC6ZZTQnT0wQ3-kVxOqrFzGH0HQ2et0reNQcbadhs5BtCYXqadmtRSfRsrgAD8j-FjtB9MVxvlmH8HXiyqDUS1n5GiH69G1pigfPJQ8sNQIDvWNVdlOjy3R7XA_TpMiy74m2GJn_52bm_-WdlX45XbbFsU02vWQOIWD4gtyW5HYukhq7QtzRmKnMlOSFSnxG90jYf8yT6phhoVJl6TPrdqBOiFpcDQalgvFs9hiFfHBLObxQ6ZN1e9QJKXRKSWM0R4i/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2Faboutthemarketplace%2FTimeline
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sF_jT4O20mOYAUXujiwBRyBS79emdRk22E4jA5cSMFvYHZzbkb50WBrQYiuPvbJWf_sREFDrXwlwFzEta5C7c0Z8VgGqTgzAMDuRmGkgXvFWVEbFDLv4L4Netd3zek65P0CEdj1YoAmQDn0a0Fz01bm1Rd5saaiD9RDuWALDi8TW21D1FX4JhmNMwHklyAC6v5gWlzXwCmZzG97CUgWUSzmliBqM2kLb-yB7tX7sHKf2M6q5x2MNh3KzKezGXABNUEIllZCUykC_43rTuZDWnZ2S_-wcKUoW1P9sLHgyvxflvDe1DJxec3gBI56LCqn6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F02%2F11%2F2026-02769%2Fpatient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2027-and
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sF_jT4O20mOYAUXujiwBRyBS79emdRk22E4jA5cSMFvYHZzbkb50WBrQYiuPvbJWf_sREFDrXwlwFzEta5C7c0Z8VgGqTgzAMDuRmGkgXvFWVEbFDLv4L4Netd3zek65P0CEdj1YoAmQDn0a0Fz01bm1Rd5saaiD9RDuWALDi8TW21D1FX4JhmNMwHklyAC6v5gWlzXwCmZzG97CUgWUSzmliBqM2kLb-yB7tX7sHKf2M6q5x2MNh3KzKezGXABNUEIllZCUykC_43rTuZDWnZ2S_-wcKUoW1P9sLHgyvxflvDe1DJxec3gBI56LCqn6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F02%2F11%2F2026-02769%2Fpatient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2027-and
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14Nr3dszuyF54XTtNvtfJ8XSHGrA0-LHjCe3G4jE27pSCp6yxrRJyFUuciec0zmRV9Mmsz40sfRNAggwcQYxCz4FNfN9F--cfQas8z0Q1bslbtC90hoX_9fFKK3wRp_rYOZiIsTouuWCbHqI-aAT3t1VM5ydkPii5-TP57-JD9FV65SL6iKuZap9LL4n37o-p_Oqk69uAHEx8HCMhWL8Y1jvBK6rv_ZBfy15uucEFXxlqtscynw-NNaMzUV6W3jxm3yQgMOUEoms-m2cRis-OY428ZDWslIQo3p19LI1GolI2SzDQgA6_Rrb1Ak-DCxYC/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fdraft-2027-letter-issuers.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14Nr3dszuyF54XTtNvtfJ8XSHGrA0-LHjCe3G4jE27pSCp6yxrRJyFUuciec0zmRV9Mmsz40sfRNAggwcQYxCz4FNfN9F--cfQas8z0Q1bslbtC90hoX_9fFKK3wRp_rYOZiIsTouuWCbHqI-aAT3t1VM5ydkPii5-TP57-JD9FV65SL6iKuZap9LL4n37o-p_Oqk69uAHEx8HCMhWL8Y1jvBK6rv_ZBfy15uucEFXxlqtscynw-NNaMzUV6W3jxm3yQgMOUEoms-m2cRis-OY428ZDWslIQo3p19LI1GolI2SzDQgA6_Rrb1Ak-DCxYC/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fdraft-2027-letter-issuers.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1mveq87iiUePrjm3SdygH1AXCuBYAHK6KbUYPHlH-EroM1zGAFFMHzdJ8gVTSuhsW773ql_MXBwmm8tZweFXyW55ALLFBqznWuFomhg3DqbgtBuVaFrO4LIbiixftafjYZuJqoq-dm7y2afwanmu4AX7YWxEoj9eXiWaj6HzwecE4JTIjHM0Psz07_mMrtcwppImd5uwdoPS-kznsKNh-NayC-b0dstAUswRpEIe8LxHDPHVdKeDsHyGdMASQGP1HYM0l9KUSQfRFuxj7MKG0kj820X_DgiBsbjD3tdxTTgS918_SAU2zewC-omQrBRj6/https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Furl8086.email.politicopro.com%2Fss%2Fc%2Fu001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr39aAL_okzXhxeafedPfYahqLQHvDcyJrKdUckThWIu2ZF1Egy-2nf664khfc1PCd8d7c7fGhNDLlyYF-25SbhEN8JZ6SusmbQ7qsdvFqF61Ow%2F4po%2Fld8m5ZEVRXOkk5HxI-tIAA%2Fh4%2Fh001.FmT1lKG0cVMNFKBnmW_qW4O4BNTGfpWADUVkZkhEvPk__%3B%21%21OlwRUik%21RMu3UnyY3i8xvzwCPuzaCQeJkTUQEl_kJX59IWDXM4_nGRQuf1wsm2GKe_ZN96LzONrvS7JthsqxunJaVRpfN3NPUNdL1XY%24


President Trump has named a former U.S. Deputy Surgeon General,  Erica Schwartz, 
M.D., to lead the CDC. Dr. Erica Schwartz is also a ret ired rear admiral in the U.S. Publ ic 
Health Service Commissioned Corps. She is a board -cert if ied physician in prevent ive 
medicine and has over 20 years of federal publ ic health service across the U.S. Navy, the 
Publ ic Health Service Commissioned Corps, and the U.S. Coast Guard.  
 
Next steps:  Schwartz wi l l  now go through the Senate confirmation process.  

 

State Issues 

Pennsylvania 

Legislat ive 
 
Legislative Update 
The Senate returns this week for a three-day vot ing session with no oversight committees 
holding any hear ings or votes.  
 
The House Health Committee last Tuesday held a vot ing meeting to consider, amongst 
other bi l ls and non-controversial resolut ions, House Bi l l  836 by Representat ive O’Mara. 
This legislat ion seeks to preserve access to Assisted Reproductive Technology within the 
Commonwealth. There was a technical amendment further c larify ing definit ions which was 
adopted unanimously, with the bi l l  then being voted favorably from committee by a 17-9 
vote.  
 
House Bil l  916 by Representat ive Giral was scheduled for a vote but was passed over 
due to a forthcoming technical amendment. This legislat ion would amend the Chi ldhood 
Blood Lead Test Act and has since been rescheduled for a vote on Tuesday, Apri l 28 t h .  
 
After Wednesday the Senate wi l l adjourn unti l May 4 t h ,  with the House returning on Apri l 
27 t h .  

 

 
Regulatory 
 
Insurance Department Announces Results of The External Review Process  
The Pennsylvania Insurance Department (PID)  recent ly announced that, s ince 2024, the 
Commonwealth-run Independent External Review process has overturned about 48% of 
el igible denied claims submitted by Pennsylvanians.  
 
PID has referred 1,353 el igible cases for an external review through an Independent 
Review Organizat ion (IRO) since the process started in 2024. Of those requests, 655 
init ial ly denied insurance claims were overturned by independent reviewers.    
 
This external review process provides for  a review of adverse benef it  determinat ions 
fol lowing exhaust ion of internal appeals. The process applies only to commercial 



insurance policies purchased direct ly from an insurer, through Pennie  (Pennsylvania's 
health insurance marketplace), or through employers offering insured plans, and does not 
apply to self - funded health benefit  plans.   
 
The full art ic le can be viewed 
here:  https:/ /www.pa.gov/agencies/ insurance/newsroom/shapiro -admin- ind-ext-review-
helps-hundreds-receive-benef its-or iginal ly-denied  
 
 
Industry Trends 
Policy / Market Trends 
 
State Regulators Seek Guardrails for Level -funded Plans From DOL 
Benef itsPRO reports state insurance regulators are urging the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) to clar ify how federal law applies to level -funded health plans ,  amid concern 
these plans are growing rapidly whi le fall ing into regulatory gray areas between ful ly 
insured and self - funded coverage. The issue was raised by a working group of the 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC)  in early Apr il 2026.  
 
Level-funded plans—hybrid arrangements that combine aspects of self - funding with 
stop-loss insurance—are typical ly treated as ERISA self-funded plans ,  meaning they are 
largely exempt from state insurance regulat ion. State regulators argue, however, some 
level-funded arrangements resemble ful ly insured products and may be marketed to small 
employers without the consumer protect ions that apply to tradit i onal insurance.  
 
The NAIC working group is seeking “guardrails” from the DOL to help determine:  
 

•  When a level-funded plan should clearly be treated as self - funded under ERISA 
 

•  Whether certain plan designs or market ing pract ices undermine ERISA’s intent  
 

•  How stop-loss insurance features inf luence regulatory classif icat ion  
 
Regulators expressed concern  the lack of  federal guidance could al low carr iers and 
administrators to design products that shift risk back to insurers while avoiding state 
oversight ,  potent ial ly weakening solvency protect ions and benefit  standards establ ished 
in state law.  
 
NAIC members emphasized they are not seeking to dismant le ERISA preempt ion, but 
rather to understand how the DOL interprets exist ing law as level -funded plans 
prol iferate, part icularly among small and mid -sized employers. They want to avoid 
regulatory gaps that could expose employers or workers to unexpected r isk if  a plan fai ls 
or is poorly structured.  
 
The art icle notes level -funded plans have become increasingly popular as employers look 
for cost control and premium stabi l i ty, drawing greater attent ion from regulators who 
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worry inconsistent oversight could create consumer protection and market -fairness 
issues  i f  federal and state roles are not better al igned.  

 
 

NAIC Guide Addresses Shifting ERISA Preemption Tensions Over State PBM 
Rules 
State insurance regulators are caut ioning the legal landscape around ERISA preemption 
and state regulation of pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs)  remains unsett led, even 
after several high-prof i le court decisions.  In response, the National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners (NAIC)  has released a new guide intended to help regulators 
understand when state PBM laws may survive or be blocked by ERISA. The issue was 
discussed at an NAIC meeting in ear ly Apri l 2026.  
 
The guide explains that whi le the U.S. Supreme Court ’s 2020 decision in Rutledge v. 
Pharmaceutical Care Management Association  gave states more room to regulate 
PBMs, it  did not create bright - l ine rules. Rutledge held ERISA does not automat ical ly 
preempt state laws that merely affect plan costs, but subsequent federal appellate rulings 
have reached mixed conclusions when PBM laws  are seen as interfering with plan 
administrat ion.  
 
Because of this uncertainty, NAIC regulators emphasized the subject is too f luid to be 
folded into the organizat ion’s standard ERISA reference materials. Instead, the new 
guide walks through: 
 

•  Key court cases shaping ERISA preemption analysis  
 

•  Common features of state PBM laws that have tr iggered legal challenges  
 

•  Factors courts consider when deciding whether a law regulates PBMs versus 
ERISA plans themselves  

 
The guide highl ights that minor differences in statutory design—such as report ing 
requirements, reimbursement rules, or network mandates —can determine whether a state 
PBM law is upheld or struck down. Recent appel late court decisions have inval idated 
some PBM laws while al lowing others to stand, reinforcing concerns a bout inconsistency 
across jurisdict ions.  
 
NAIC off ic ials said the purpose of the guide is not to advocate for a specif ic regulatory 
outcome, but to help states better ant icipate legal r isks as they pursue PBM reforms 
aimed at reducing drug costs and increasing transparency. Regulators acknowledged  
ERISA preempt ion remains one of the biggest obstacles to meaningful state - level PBM 
oversight, part icular ly for self-funded employer plans ,  which are primar ily regulated at 
the federal level.   
 
Overal l,  ERISA preemption battles over PBM regulation are far from settled ,  and 
state lawmakers and regulators must proceed careful ly as courts continue to shape the 
boundaries of federal versus state authority in this area. Read more here.  
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The Impact of Rising Hospital Costs  
Below are two new art icles spot l ight ing recent media coverage of how r ising hospital 
costs are contr ibut ing to the health care affordabil i ty pressures mil l ions of Americans are 
facing.   
 
WSJ: Higher Hospital,  Provider, and Drug Prices ‘The Main Cause’ of ‘Why the U.S. 
Spends So Much on Health Care’  
A new report  by The Wall Street Journal  examines why “Americans spend more on health 
care than anyone else in the wor ld,” underscoring “the high pr ices Americans pay for 
surger ies and drugs” compared to consumers in other nations.  
 

•  Key Excerpt:  “Big hospitals can charge higher rates because of consol idat ion … 
Many cit ies and communit ies are now dominated by a single hospital system, part ly 
because hospitals have been merging in recent years. The consolidation has given 
hospital systems leverage to command higher rates during negotiat ions with health 
insurers. The insurers would lose business if  powerful hospitals shut them out.”  

 
NBC News: ‘Hospital Costs Are Rising Far Faster Than Inflation and Drowning 
Americans in Debt’  
A new investigat ive report  by NBC News underscores how hospital systems’ 
anticompetit ive consol idat ion, ever -higher prices, and opaque bi l l ing pract ices are rais ing 
health care costs and driv ing the ongoing affordabi l i ty cr is is.  
 

•  Key Excerpt:  “Hospital costs are among the major forces driving Americans deeper 
into debt and widening the inequality gap. Over the past two decades, those costs 
have r isen far faster than any other sector of the U.S. economy, said Zack Cooper, 
associate professor of  public health at Yale University. Paying for hospital care is 
‘ the leading dr iver of  health spending growth,’ Cooper said. ‘And the genesis of a 
lot of the affordabil i ty pressure folks are feel ing has to do with health care. ’”  

 
Consolidation: These recent reports come on the heels of new data from KFF showing 
how hospital consol idation leads to higher prices and other negative consequences.  
 
Dive Deeper:  Read AHIP’s highl ights on the WSJ piece here and on the NBC News piece 
here.  
 
Learn more about what’s dr iv ing higher premiums and how to make health care more 
affordable,  via AHIP’s Cost Connection.  

 
 

Wakely Report on the Decline in ACA Individual Market Enrollment for 2026  
Wakely publ ished a new report  on the decl ine of Individual Market enrollment for 2026, 
result ing from the loss of the enhanced premium tax credits:  “Who Paid, and Who 
Stayed? Ear ly 2026 Enrollment Trends in the Individual Market .”   
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1iF1TRYNuj4O2Wshh25nAN8iylIUrTrhX0eJXrbIUh9kGzIEhEZr2531KdoH04yHdylNJqKsEwEMcsrmvwGFq-tZfHjm4D_Te3mnRIzY58q4SS8B3Brb1OmHepi0J4YThWapbMW4N-UsuIOrmi34f4mlvU6fsEFnP1j3bwiIY9xBb9zPcNtO_EltUcYBxzXbwg9rXv6Gv0gauahY49NSno6LrlEIAX6_ikW6wStIZHPYjBxkW3qI0BhoQ3rurzeXc-Bq92jm733tXGTJP_49VouQNRZG2OHyJ8he1YHOblX7K0y_A01khHGaVPSwlZLzo/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVpDMg53BWY5W12k_VM7Z5JVnW2_PQhc5MX7V7N54gmNR5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3npVWyXBJ9dDyGdW8V8h7k4ZBXyKN59X4lQ725l4W3PrDGj2r9L1vW7ssDj54Sqt1gW4F7HsY1Bk8gqW4CKPN38KgmQCN7TC2ZcMYmW_W8pDxBP1Ch6TpW9kJJT76hnznWW3tCB3P866ZFnW7zrb_F3mMF76N3rr9cGvbRsdW4JbydV13LhXRVPKhTc17q1TKVyTNn56bcls3W40hqXQ45ytXSN1grQJM9GFXPW3TJgRM1Rk_r9W454G1F11Vk00W1d4YJD28b-YJW69r_K92Lpx4tW70b6JP6Knv6rV_NqKr3Tvy7QW7JVy9P6LX1cjW5sp3Gr2gDL6TN2Zq0hkbX3ptW6fJJHL8DWZplW65fyLS3qSpDGV90KP28d8mzFN1QRb4Fq0xbDW1wBQ3M2_g1wQW73vm6r7ynjL_W7m5gnY1hNlpwW5kVK8D8qt9bMV_6ryb1vVJzcf6bdTPR04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1smzuE9sEa0sncWQPz3kdXch1Ydgb1-AuDKhMmi8Ay0nKIhOCLTxfcYrnTsTe8lNCMuMxYuWxdE3brng1l4NgJ7GFPwPqy8E_CvS3JhC3kzZTFYTmSCRM-JWqTzIG1vAshBYVr1Vs2CRKlYy4hnAnZ0UENOVpqVZkeL6qra8EJ2qIjbDsyU7sEqSsWYda6iEbXraZXqnkm0JBcPgfudqYw4YlKKcMBaoLEcpCZzHy_bClC0JIaR155qM2JaoSSGO07i9s76MVt6FozcyDvvo25VDHQr1jk1xMPVx98MlMGTalt5GiSPv_NAZtMbmM7bn5/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVpDMg53BWY5W12k_VM7Z5JVnW2_PQhc5MX7V7N54gmPq5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3q3W1NSCV52VL_5PW1ZMlLM6sQK5VW6P7DxP8zk1ZwN5x_gS0V2wCnVKvk618G13Y7N56tt6n1MJJcW2twqYY5YtB_qW7JmKkG7Tq2xfW7SK5yN74MNDKW8ctzB23ls8prVsR4TW8y0lnNW1JHPHX1NWxt1W7psBQn39P8rVW4wDrGq5cwHbNW2CWsD327RcP5W2z7N7471hXHrW6CSk5H6nm2qvN2jCGz1LxRY7W3LZvbb59yHvKW5bP7tX6P7R9WN7Tc2XlnDxNnW5MKW0913Fbx1W170-8K5Z4h0-VFKV1n8JqXzkVXX0Sd1x9Zs_V_V9sJ89YdwTW4NTBrQ45N19bW6fb_wk5GRs9DW20J8L88Q_7sSW5k7jc52Zv61KW6SMmsK4tqB00W4C2lcQ8Pr9jhW9k4Ll17Pl8F-W2P8Qp33hkC2_W4W4-Nj4jTy8TW6LwbS88cJrlcW6F6TGD35y-WgW2LcJTF5LBj77W6ql1d967gpJ5W9132nr3P0mgTf7CTvCM04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1mk8AYkLqhwKdfOlfHy6_3pKIpBrBREJdCpk0O4snQyYdlkOvlmHQKKnBkySy8jk_kwn6kKGc_HSP0-hNuujkcp_eQObhS6ZSfZNTiBfmoVZCTdog6teniA6-tr19m1s1VwXmVTkQEfqWiKyVQy0MEXg6VOMQNzxgb8dcQE2vtsKT1n7jvI_vUGSiv-TCGwb1shxUBsLsz2lduMMZMjJ_qpyaNSV-MS0qIVuCrg7eiY0j2V3eKNVdvbzJfao_lByG9ktgsxze0s0lNWpFXtGrFbeVecaTEm8Mo9Gh8asVtT6Gb0ZPwY4ISbDm9GmSchje/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVpDMg53BWY5W12k_VM7Z5JVnW2_PQhc5MX7V7N54gmP65nR3bW6N1X8z6lZ3l_W2CSc2-2x-2HDW1JVW3W2ZXYg3W2zwtXP1D8wY4W4QnfvH3nH_8cW2cVS5T70pdVyW55Rwp_93G31tVxsjVY2HtstRVl9h_-5M3-CsN4yvTsrCT2WxW5lSZhh4QZ1MhW6np0CQ9h_RS_W25fzp73DHWdkV5CG8W2WmvjmW12-t-y2-S2LJW7m-MCM7lclMXW3ZQGTn6_mdQpW3nvhJy2pHLStW7gHPkz49MNmbW1r4LNP5Xf6z2W39CFpX44WW-BW6nVww97HxjNFW2Xq-2x5G1rzyVZMc0X4t29D7V3_WyR514MnBW1vtpgS7DhnHHW31X-yB8X773ZW4Rq4cJ8MmVj9W3rmkY199FRJWW4qXsrs3tpFktW4HX0hV7p6hv4W6qnLXb6k_ZC9W5wKQwf5YY8hVW1W8nnj8f01R_W7bYscW8D2rWmVhsr3T7v840KW1h40FL1GyDkxW7wl50D3j96X1W474_Hp2N076YdC77dn04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tGtvG0RFwy2x6V43MwJIHzic-0Op-KRjg6SyL5hq426cyiwx8VxTUKOZRfQAsHc2fWzdAWwzhvhFl0dr8rdt8RQtGr4FH0w9OTwDhlvMC9zq8OXUIKDwbV6wELzvn0LYhu8Kzal3QbnMFmuNOSd-FI8KbAD8rg6zwrMgK1e9J4ITjI1GSDrhpbjeeL20fT8IJ3aC4oS9XkLmoTz91RrzYRvWfEuUuUDqzIiptl_I60_sqjw2rYwP0L4mQj1LnWnzoo9xjrSCA_lK20MM1-sfM5F_ccuZjN_2xig8TgumsJXt8trXfyMELmDNoy9pd0EF/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVpDMg53BWY5W12k_VM7Z5JVnW2_PQhc5MX7V7N54gmNR5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3kVW7TWrXc7XfZdQW7dSvHN32LjSrW8l4Kmm8r75pQN2M3dC8Zjk_kW94r8Zx5Kw04qN1fg9l0GcyqcW3HfnYJ57TmFxW3HqY5M746GR8W4S4Ckb5CcpN0W8zF7Ht1KDwjrW4LcxY6321tlkW4bb8zh2NVzGRVzgf3x3K3j2GW182BLv6V-Ll2W1RKnQm9fgfS9W8d0vk957h4cfVKW98T5BqdRtW1b0_3n58dMYCW4St_fL169KnKW2_5bhD7d1j1qW1RxsC28B0W0dW69qxWG1J6DYJW3dtz846cbktWW4X1Qwb3gMWHkW6J8s-713NV60W2fts6h8GTRS6N1mTQghBRlVcV5Zd563SDbxfN8nk8cwR_QGPW7-y67888kl5VW1tVtkF2HYSnSVFc5Q48VrvmDW55GD6p2-tvdxN77LrXlgklZPW4K3VQF1GJ6f5W2jymgW36ZvVcf7h-QZ204
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1onn-u1m04YKBS3Vch7A_bVvsj0xmxTLlLbbji2Ry4zOATNL21M7mwNuDrWKFt1YkyjDcUcMMbVNm5P0pocREEn72crLdzB_cO24VyRP6m5eIlHG3oeLRivS1_vd_u5sfw7K679Pv9esIJzzoiYoq6docdOzToi3lhICxeCb_1Zqntpmf22vCRbnH56-MBNeB3dSg1iGqOguldAaFoPuFBC_2rq5NK5yns6CpuvzlpueUxuIH7rwAhtQQYvfrcmncu_tvI_nHAC9pQsQort_1y5BQ9uKaCc1BIoH40s5bvP47fzaizLy8qtuxJ_AExoXD/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVpDMg53BWY5W12k_VM7Z5JVnW2_PQhc5MX7V7N54gmPK3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3kQV71dCK7k6SfhW8mZqJP78j1rbW4WJ5_J2-V6CNW3-wLTG1CfnzFW6DtV8v1LH_WXW2wR_Fg5v_D21W3HfhG51hxn_LW8Z5yWn4_TwqfW3PsM4Y64XNTCW5BNdwL5YNK5hW1Zx7Tl3ctT0VN7p5CZ4ZZZ5hW5hhTXd60NnnJW3XZ06s8jDkcmW42svLx6qwHCCW6x6tzr8fC8GjW3vdFY28Q4YmXW6qds6P7k724yW8vC6pG1lgy1QW2yssyW5rlk9gW4R2crG4PlldQW6wv6y42l1ZYdW9lwjJL6kHlDyW7jJPtp22R6nLW7xgrpS5P9jp4W28_LM12q9k0wf4XtTmz04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1JaZY7yYSJSol_Tpz0E3Udl1GIKv_pMhFRKcsPLA_MKLut-0uW6pvMLxp-s0OcrRnT0k5jaRcx4bkkFQGpUtfdzM36QBy03_Ky1GJskYTh38QHjoSPky0kHNi80aPpj3uULYIV2H2n8Ifwqj-A_kfdOhOrRaamvxFAPpIwqrSE8lr0vADGg0pGn1H2loRfAtbwo52ELcuAcgCXE89D-X89Jt8e68OBmYbcFqrDMUS5-05fNEQFM9bhx00P9dZiJedn3oVU-Yqte2soHykBCyumxaMorZDkq-Le-n2k3vNfhd2V7hur1xoncRiaH9HOfO3/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wakely.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F04%2FWho-Paid-and-Who-Stayed-%25E2%2580%2593-Early-2026-Enrollment-Trends-in-the-Individual-Market.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1JaZY7yYSJSol_Tpz0E3Udl1GIKv_pMhFRKcsPLA_MKLut-0uW6pvMLxp-s0OcrRnT0k5jaRcx4bkkFQGpUtfdzM36QBy03_Ky1GJskYTh38QHjoSPky0kHNi80aPpj3uULYIV2H2n8Ifwqj-A_kfdOhOrRaamvxFAPpIwqrSE8lr0vADGg0pGn1H2loRfAtbwo52ELcuAcgCXE89D-X89Jt8e68OBmYbcFqrDMUS5-05fNEQFM9bhx00P9dZiJedn3oVU-Yqte2soHykBCyumxaMorZDkq-Le-n2k3vNfhd2V7hur1xoncRiaH9HOfO3/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wakely.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F04%2FWho-Paid-and-Who-Stayed-%25E2%2580%2593-Early-2026-Enrollment-Trends-in-the-Individual-Market.pdf


According to the report,  Wakely est imates a reduct ion in enrollment in the individual 
market for 2026 ranging from 17% to 26%. Compared to 2025, they further est imate that 
morbidity could be between 2.9% and 6.5% worse in 2026.  
 
 

MACPAC Issues Draft Recommendations & Releases Issue Brief  
•  MACPAC Issues Draft Recommendations to Congress on MCO Performance 

Monitoring: The Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) issued draft recommendations to 
improve Medicaid managed care organization (MCO) performance data monitoring. 
I ts recommendations to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services include 
direct ing CMS to provide guidance on how to consistently report various types of 
accountabil i ty act ions and direct ing CMS to develop a publ ic ly avai lable database 
on managed care plan performance and issue guidance and toolkits to help states 
effect ively use these data. MACPAC also presented a draft  chapter of its June 
2026 report to Congress which identif ied barr iers and opportunit ies in MCO 
oversight. Read More  
 

•  MACPAC Releases Issue Brief on Program Integrity: MACPAC released an issue 
brief on Medicaid program integrity. In the brief,  MACPAC notes that whi le the true 
scale remains unknown because no data source or combination of sources captures 
the ful l extent of fraud, waste and abuse (FWA), document instances  of FWA 
account for a port ion of overal l Medicaid spending. The br ief also outl ines the 
federal,  state, and managed care oversight structure for Medicaid program integr ity 
and highl ights ongoing weaknesses in investigations, state oversight, and managed 
care monitoring, part icular ly given managed care’s dominant role in the program. 
Read More  

 
 
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Dd_AVEj3XMA0JgBJ2z_-ckknlm7FuzBUL__qSN8bNfImVmeVDp5aE_ebZIp0WH5LayMCr5NWHzlMxk6W0_9KsE7-vAnQSch6QPB1GOegN2MdmRwpLHG9p4r4xP1-Tu9LCBU1vu-XuLH2NP9amsywD8_8VaEaqcKpLBOG7f5f28_qcZtJIEKILYqKF362_nxI0Me8GpC8m9qRQpZGnrDXchW-smmbzux7tvL3CeXRxYBRaIYIkZqbg0gsesdbQzyC6-S5KAhs_WUyTaikqM3CTJ6bIlq9gshNQtxCnISeeHAgvcSedpJex0bdDIxftLhT/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macpac.gov%2Fpublication%2Fstate-and-federal-tools-for-ensuring-accountability-of-medicaid-managed-care-plans-draft-chapter%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1kGsRbKx44ZUcz7jWm35OFBid5U5tDf5jvRT3JDcM2hDXGZi6d6_AysyTdDsW_fl-9MJLPFf3AecpekGnNTbUnPgpQRymRd7mtQroM8MBudvXR2QoM3iY4Zaob5QvZNPaJHVn7Q-b4cVG3SwccqivItLFydLI_4Ll8viQRwx4cWV_rOUR8nPB_wO5W9X9oGmo2Hkarbm5kqOci3ZL8Z6tDo2aTM_YxNXTXI2S88nSWo1bYSWOh9jE9lSY0hAZHn2MvXJstZ4j9amfmTI9tmkZoEs8ayBgyXPohbizfijfLNdXxpOPCl5G_knC44GxGMSF/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macpac.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F04%2FIssue-Brief-Medicaid-Program-Integrity.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill (s)?   Access the following web sites:  
 
Delaware State Legislation: http:/ /legis.delaware.gov/ .  
New York Legislation:  https:/ /nyassembly.gov/leg/  
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us . 
West Virginia Legislation:   http:/ /www.legis.state.wv.us/  
For copies of congressional bi l ls, access the Thomas website –  
http://thomas.loc.gov/.    

The content  o f  th is  emai l  is  conf ident ia l  and in tended for  the  rec ip ient  spec i f ied only .  I t  is  
s t r ic t ly  forb idden to  share any par t  o f  th is  message wi th  any th i rd  par ty ,  wi thout  a  wr i t ten 

consent  o f  the sender .  I f  you received th is  message by mis take,  p lea se rep ly  to  th is  message 
and fo l low wi th  i ts  de le t ion,  so that  we can ensure such a mis take does not  occur  in  the 

fu ture.  

 

http://legis.delaware.gov/
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/
http://thomas.loc.gov/

